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RESPONSE 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 
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Responsive to the office action of May 15, 2003, Applicant requests 
reconsideration of the application in view of the remarks presented herein. 


The claims in the application are claims 1 to 16, no other claims having been 
presented. 

Applicant's attorney wishes to thank the Examiner in charge of the application for 
the courtesies extended to him at the interview on August 13, 2003 at which time, it was 
ascertained that the Patent Office had lost the retyped specification and Applicant is 
submitting herewith a new copy of the application which has been retyped to correspond 
to the Patent Office's requirements. It is believed that the application contains no new 
matter and it was further ascertained at the interview that the specification that the 


Examiner had differed somewhat from the copy of the application that was provided by 
the inventor to the undersigned. 

It is noted that the drawing corrections can be held in abeyance until there is an 
indication of allowable subject matter. The title of the invention has been changed and 
the proper specificatjon form has been provided. It is believed that the claims are free of 
the formal grounds raised by the Examiner. With respect to the Examiner's objections to 
the drawings, it should be noted that new drawings were filed with the last response 
which apparently had been lost by the Patent Office. Therefore, a new set of drawings is 
submitted herewith. 

Claims 1 to 8, 10 to 12, 14 and 15 were rejected under 35 USC 103 as being 
anticipated by the Epstein patent and claims 9, 13 and 16 were rejected under 35 USC 
103 as being obvious over the Epstein patent taken in view of the Guthery patent. The 
Examiner indicates that Epstein teaches a hygienic cleansing device with a transparent 
container 16, a removable vented fill cap 1 14 at the upper most portion of the container, a 
retainer 168 affixed at its upper end to the lower portion of the container, a volume 
sensitive valve inserted with the retainer, a flexible length of hollow tube secured at one 
end to the lower end of said retainer and its other end to a control valve 16A with a ball 
check 62, a short rigid tube hollow 198 for extemal cleaning v^th a miniature shower 
head. 


Applicant respectfully traverses this ground of rejection since it is believed that 
the Epstein patent, either taken alone or in view of the Guthery patent, does not anticipate 
or render Applicant's device obvious. Applicant' ^^de^ce^ intende^J o - c l e a n t be-vagkrg^ 
colon or genital or gans and^mprises a container with a removable ventedJ ULcan aUthe— 
upperm o portionof the container and a retainer fixed at its upper^ ndjo the lowe r 
portion of the container having an opening formed extending from the upper to the mid- 
point of the retainer. A volume sensitive valve inserted within the opening of the retainer 
in a short flexible length of hollow tubing secured at the upper end of the retainer and to 
the other end to a control valve. The control valve is equipped with a ball check valve 
with a short length of flexible tubing attached to the top portion of the control valve and 
the bottom portion of the control valve has an adequate length of flexible tubing attached 
to the opposite end of the tubing with external threads to be attached to an accessory of 
choice, depending upon the use of the device and a nozzle being hollow along its length 
and curve shaped at one end with a second end with internal threads or a straight rigid 
nozzle hollow along its length with an open end and a second end having a fitting with 
intemal threads or a short tube. 


In contrast thereto, the Epstein patent performs an entirely different function. It is 
directed to a portable water jet system to be attached to the faucet of a sink and this is 
completely different from Applicant's device which is directed to an improved douche, 
colon and genital washing device which is free standing and operates by gravity and is 
not a water jet system. The Epstein device comprises of a diverter valve assembly that 
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can be screwed to a faucet and has an outlet having an aerator and another outlet to which 
there is removably attached a control valve assembly which is removably attached to a jet 
flow device. A diverter valve assembly includes a spool valve slidably mounted in the 
housing with one end of the spool valve forming a passage from the inlet of the housing 
leading to the outlet of port to the control valve assembly which is missing from 
Applicant's device. There is a modular solution mixing and metering container 
positioned between the diverter vave assembly and the control valve assembly and a 
cross channel at the top of the container opened to the container where water mixes with 
and pressures a resulting mixture up a vertical pipe back to the cross chaimel which is 
pressured to the jet flow device. This operates in a , completely different action than 
Applicant's. 

The Gunthery patent does not overcome the deficiencies of the Epstein patent and 
is directed to an entirely different apparatus than the Epstein device. It is directed to a 
method of irrigation of a body cavity promoting asepsis in which an irrigant solution such 
as a solution of iodine, is introduced into an abdominal cavity and this is completely 
different from a water jet apparatus. Therefore, one skilled in the art would not make that 
combination and withdrawal of these grounds of rejection is requested. 


In view of the above remarks, it is believed that the claims clearly point out 
Applicant's patentable contribution and favorable reconsideration of the application is 
requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Muserlian, Lucas and Mercanti 
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!S A. MuSerlian,/l9,683 


Charles A. MuSerlian,/19,683 
Attorney for Applicant 
Tel. #(212) 661-8000 
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